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He and I were going to address a- meeting outside the Station.
He was arrested. I continued going to the meeting and addressed
them.
There is no cause for sorrow, but every cause for congratula-
tion. There should be no hartal. Perfect peace and calmness
should be observed. I regard the arrest as a prelude to swaraj and
the redress of Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs, if we can remain
non-violent, retain Hindu-Muslim unity despite the madness of
some Moplahs, and fulfil the swadeshi programme.
I hope every Indian, man or woman, will completely boycott
foreign cloth and take up spinning or weaving during every spare
minute.
By striving like the Maulana, be insistent on religious and
national rights.
Let us earn imprisonment. I am conscious of the Maulana's
innocence and I am sure the imprisonment of the innocent will
enable the nation to reach the cherished goal.
The Maulana was quite calm. So is the Begum Sahiba, She
accompanies me during travel. So does Maulana Azad Sobhani.
GANDHI
Amrita Bazar Patrika, 18-9-1921
45. NOTES
EFFECT OF HARTAL
Mr. Konda Venkatappayya justifies the hartal in Guntur and
gives some other valuable information in a letter I have just
received. I give it below for the benefit of the reader:1
As regards the hartal, you hold it to be a bad step. However, please
allow me to state that the awakening which the people of Guntur have
had since the days of the hartal was almost impossible to secure even
through years of strenuous propaganda. The restraint and self-discipline,
which they have cultivated within this short time, are also remarkable.
No doubt there was some disturbance on the fifth day of the hartal. . . .
The reason for our release is not the discovery of anything to contradict
the evidence against us, but the fact that the voice of the people was against
him [the District Magistrate]. The merchants closed the shops, the pleaders
boycotted the courts, the people assembling daily in huge monster meet-
' ings were stoutly protesting against the proceedings more than all. There
was a move amongst the clerks in the Government offices to resign their
1 Only relevant portions are reproduced here.